
 

 

House Builders – Bovis Homes 
Residential Development of 49 Dwellings �

 
Overview 
As a responsible home builder and, in accordance with 
best CDM practice, Bovis Homes are very concerned 
with health and safety at each of their developments.  
Mapperley Plains was seen as a high-risk due to a lack 
of useful Statutory Records. 
 
Another issue is with planning and whether or not there 
are any unknown buried services that can affect the 
proposed design (such as HV cables that lay through 
areas of excavation, which may be expensive to divert). 
 
As with this site, Bovis Homes have developments in 
politically sensitive areas.  Local residents are often 
unhappy with new dwellings located close to them, often 
preferring the landscape before development. 
 
Multiple planning permission attempts are often required 
to make sure every party involved is happy and it is wise 
to try and avoid delays, should plans have to be 
amended once permission has been granted. 

Other issues addressed by the sub-surface survey include: 
 
·  Health & Safety  – Utility strike – death/injury 
·  Financial – Repair costs to damaged utilities and 

delays to the project 
·  Bad PR can be created from complaints by local 

residents due to potential unplanned breaks in service 
·  Design Issues  – easements are required when 

considering building close to, or over, existing services.  
This can impact the design or dwelling layout and have 
further cost implications. 

 
40SEVEN Services 
Our survey took place over four shifts, encompassing the 
site of 49 new dwellings and the adjacent carriageway.  We 
provided the route, location and depth of a wealth of 
unknown services, as well as verifying/changing the 
location of services shown on the Statutory Records. 
 
The Full Utility Survey and Mapping used both Ground 
Penetrating Radar (GPR) and Radiodetection’s RD4000 
(Electromagnetic).  We provided data on a topographical 
plan provided by Bovis in a 2D AutoCAD format. 
 
Summary 
40SEVEN were able to carry out the work quickly and 
provide the results well within the allotted time for the 
scheme.  Using a combination of day work and night work 
(one day, three nights), we were able to address any 
potential Traffic Management problems or issues from the 
local residents. 
 
Our survey findings enabled Bovis to submit plans to the 
Local Planning Department, knowing that they would not 
have to amend them because of unknown services. 
 
Bovis Homes have saved money, time and reduced the 
Health & Safety risks. 
 
If you are interested in finding out more 
about how we can help with your project, 
please contact us on t: 08450 179 300 or 
alternatively email: info@40seven.com. 
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